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This Summer 
We: 

¶ Completed the 
Schuylkill Acts & 
Impacts  
expedition! 

¶ Installed 18 blue 
bird boxes  with 
Cub Scouts 

¶ Hosted  
environmental field 
days for 3 different 
groups 

¶ Received 2 grants 
totaling $60,000 to 
continue work be-
ing done on the 
Blue Mountain 
School District 
campus!  

Schuylkill Acts & Impacts:  A Great Success! 

  

From June 7-14, 2014, ten high school students from throughout the Schuylkill River 

watershed embarked on a 120-mile adventure from the riverôs headwaters  in Tama-

qua all the way to its confluence with the Delaware River in Philadelphia. The 

Schuylkill Headwaters Association, in collaboration with Outward Bound, Philadel-

phia, and over 25 sponsors and partnering organizations throughout the watershed, 

piloted this first year service-learning program and made it not only an expedition to 

inspire watershed action, but also a great success. For eight days and seven nights, the 

students from Schuylkill, Berks, Montgomery, Chester, and Philadelphia Counties 

traveled throughout the 2,000-square-mile watershed by canoe, foot, and van. Partici-

pants got to experience sleeping under the stars as they spent the week camping or 

staying in basic accommodations at various parks and preserves. They also spent the 

week learning about an array of issues that impact water quality of the Schuylkill 

River. Some of these issues included the legacy of coal mining on water quality; agri-

cultural impacts including erosion and manure management; the role of land preser-

vation in watershed health; and, the impacts of stormwater and impervious surfaces 

on water resources. Throughout the week, students were encouraged to think critical-

ly about these different issues, develop important problem solving skills, and how to 

take a hands-on approach to find solutions for these problems.  

                                                                                                (Continued on next page) 

Photographs by Sierra Gladfelter. 

Schuylkill Acts & Impacts participants enjoy removing invasive plants and learning to paddle canoes. 
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(Schuylkill Acts & Impacts continued...) 

 

Although the weather was dreary for much of the trip, the attitudes and spirits of the stu-

dents sure were not! They braved the rain, humidity, and dampness of the week all in or-

der to keep learning and had a great time while doing it. The group of students really took 

the expedition seriously and participated in nightly reflection time where they got to think 

about the issues that were discussed during the day. At the end of the week, they had an 

extended reflection time to consider their own use of water and how they can take action 

in their own communities to help each of their local stretches of the watershed. To aid in 

their consideration of personal water use, they were provided with an opportunity binder, 

created by Sierra Gladfelter, which included many volunteer opportunities as well as in-

ternships with local environmental organizations. Even though the expedition is complete 

the work of the participants is not. They all have aspirations of becoming more actively 

involved in environmental stewardship whether it be in their schools, neighborhoods, or 

homes. 

 

It was truly a great group of students and Schuylkill Headwaters wishes the best to them 

in their future of becoming inspirational environmental stewards. Schuylkill Headwaters 

would also like to thank all those involved who helped to make the pilot program a true 

success. Schuylkill Headwaters Association has partnered with the Philadelphia Water 

Department and the Schuylkill Action Network in order to make Schuylkill Acts & Im-

pacts a sustainable program that can continue into the future.  

Participants look 
for macro- 

invertebrates and 
do a team  

building activity. 

The 2014 
Schuylkill 

Acts &  
Impacts 
team! 

Photographs by Sierra Gladfelter 
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This summer, the Schuylkill Headwaters As-

sociation once again partnered with the Port Carbon Cub Scout Pack to hang 18 bluebird boxes 

around two AMD treatment system sites. The Cub Scout Bluebird Box program began last sum-

mer and it was continued as an annual event this June. The Cub Scouts built the bluebird boxes at 

home using kits supplied by the Pennsylvania Game Commission and then decorated them any 

way they pleased. Schuylkill Headwaters Association assisted the scouts and their parents in 

hanging the boxes on pre-installed posts located around the Mary D ball field and AMD treat-

ment system. Several boxes were also mounted on poles at the Silver Creek AMD treatment sys-

tem. Outreach and Education Coordinator, Alexa Kramer, supplied the Cub Scouts with an edu-

cational activity based around the life cycles of bluebirds. Not only are the scouts getting the op-

portunity to participate in hands-on outdoor work, but they are also helping to increase the biodi-

versity around the AMD treatment systems by attracting bluebirds and other bird species to the 

nest boxes. SHA looks forward to working with the Port Carbon Cub Scouts again next summer 

on this annual event. 

 

Cub Scouts Help Increase Biodiversity at AMD Treatment Sites  

2014 Annual  PA Abandoned Mine Reclamation Conference 
 

This June, SHA staff attended the 16th Annual Abandoned Mine Reclamation Conference 

(AMR) held at the Ramada Inn and Conference Center in State College, PA. This yearôs theme 

was ñCollaboration Is Essentialò. New to the conference this year was the opportunity for in-

creased networking through either a golf outing or a trip to Pennôs Cave. Two days were spent 

listening to knowledgeable speakers and browsing tables containing many informative re-

sources. The conference featured technical presentations on abandoned mine reclamation and 

mine drainage remediation projects and also projects completed by power producers using coal 

refuse as an alternative energy.  

Port Carbon Cub Scouts, with help from 
some parents, proudly install their  hand-
decorated bluebird boxes at the Mary D pro-
ject site. 

Photographs by Sierra Gladfelter 


